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Charles Prince of .GR-BAT 
I BRITAIN, 
_—_ pfOu ſet back the Clock of 1 my 


[8 age and make it day-(pring,. 
Y "WR when it is paſtthe mid nagne, 
'#X9/ of my life. | court my tangy 
Wy in my obſervations of you. My 
8 | firſt Love , my firſt Maſter, 
r Vnkle Prince Henry, whoſe name is,, 
oder ok ſacred to Mars and FAV Its 
whole memory is ſtill precious to the World, 
juſtly wasthe Rivyall and Comperitour to Ha: 
nour, with your glorious Grandfier Heitry che 
Great , of France the greateſt. In you. deare Sir 
Ifinde the CharaRer of them both , as if you 
were loleheize. to both, anditjo uy Soule 
dt 


toſec it. had the Honour to girdthe firſt (yard 


of +4 


abgus you,with this wiſh,that you might uſer, 
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: 


' anddrawn gs thatBoanerges the ſonne of Th 
der, the glery of France, your Grandfather. When 


' © your Father ( whole goodnefſe makes' him 


glorious) ſhall be gathered to his Fathers, his 
Titles muſt as your Birthright deſcend on you, 
amongſt the reſt that which is «<ris:z» , Defen- 
der of the faich. This,as itis well worthy obſer. 
vation, was given by him who they (ay could 
noterre in (athedra , plenario ConſiRtorio Cr plens 
Concilio , to him who as ſome of his Sue 
ceſſors ſay even in that gave himthelye, who 
gave him thetitle ; tis true twas an unkind res 
quitall , but rhere was Digitw Det ia it, for 
It was like the (clling of Joſeph into Egypt, fe 
lix ſcelns in eventu guided by that hand which 
cannoterre. It was a worke of great and high 
daring, a voyage wherein many of his Pre- 
deceſſours had ſuffered ſhipwracke , and vir 
Walter Rawleigh obſerves the worke ſuited 
the-man , and the man was made for the 
work:as Nebuchadonezar was for Thre. Surc'itis 
ftr4nge that out of the ruines of good workes 


faich ſhould ſpring, &diſorder ſer all theChurth' 


ih brder,Sed Des eſt qui fecit, er eſt mirum in occu- 
ls 
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*Rofall father harb; and his Second is;thar he is} 
the beſt Friend living, It was a promiſe of the: 
Prophets, that Kings ſhould bee Nurſing Fa- 
hers, and Queenes Nurſing Mothers ro the 
Church. And believe mee Six, .the words are 
| Emphaticall,forthe Fathers wil, dome and pows- 
er ſhould provide for the childe adextra, the 
mothers care adintra, The fathers is and ſhould 
| beprotegendo, inſiruendo, promuvendo , corri 1endo, 
The mothers in her Occonomicks pro viftu es 
amifly, Neceſſaries and Decency , and all with 
a,Nurſes affeftion. And 1 am ſo much Iifh, 
that as they Tove' ,- the Children the Nurſe, 
and the,Children, rheir Nurſes , and foſter 
brothers as much or more then their own: ſuch 
mutuall love wiſh I berwixtthe Prince and the 
Church, and as that habir is acquired partly and + 
partly infuſed, So may God infule thatinto your 
heart, and by many muruall reciprocall aftions 
may it become habituall.So ſhall the Church be 
happic in future, and you ſhall be glorious in 
your timely reigne,and bleſſed in py Succeſh- 
on, as your Father is in you, and the Prayers of 
the Church artrafted as the Dew and Exhalati- 
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Puitcs are Prophet, oy at leaft would be, 

 JfT be one this is my prophecie: 

Tour nanie's no Riranger to the Imperidll ſeate,” 

Our turn comes next, wee muſt have Charles the 
( Great, 
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\To thewell afected Reader, | 
or otherwiſe. | 


49 


- My andreformattur l, ality: 
Ih DVI nom Fave, and deformation 
ICED) I rremble to heart of, ad Bape ne- 
CE EOS pered Ov forbid'thit "oſha 
Fo) ad errovs ſhowld:de 6 Toftbutio 
| 3S  % /tancient {wither blond 
of faweny bleſſed Mavt yet: Fioghl\idas die ine fy 
fe fi ereafin, yew an obhes miſt Jachtvit 
bis ne bis ByBoprich, Ab: «obedient ſotne to my 
watherthe ( burcb\FawfÞ bey- Bom, ant happmeſie 
tathe Gammon Weale,aramembey » A: art tPat ty 
Ones MoPaie and Tut vis) kife'es oo ads nth 
their unirre-wtae Abe Sorif ad Bordvec \ kN Py 
bis people happie,ſe ſhall our (ommon-weale flouriſh, 
and our Church be glorious, and God even our own 
God ſhall bleſſe us: Peace ſhallbe be within our Walls, & 
1 plefitie withm our palaces. 
I ſtudy Multum in parvo, andte put as much | 
as | 
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#5 Icaninto alittle room, andbope to yi fatizfaFfion 
tofjuch as: are not-mare_addifted to. their wills thiy 
reaſon, if mine deceive me not. However 1 bave diſ. 
charged the dutie I (0% my conſcience, and hope'to find, 
the benefit of that; which is all I look for and is fuffis 

cient to arm mee againit the obloquies or miſcou 

Fions of thoſe "whoſe hearts are ful of that which their 
tongues muſk utte, 0. their bearts will breake' wich 
their Plerophory 1 proteſt Thave no end init but Gags 
glory & the diſcharge of my own (indied thoughts, & 
bave. therein: conquered my inclination by the aſt, 
ftauce of-my.reafon grounded upon much more paings 
then the World holds me guiltie of And thus ſatisfied | 
would wot that ſucceeding ages ſhould fide mynane 
","  emonyſithoſe who conſented to eradicate Fpiſeapatie. 
For mypart Thad rather ſuffer the cenſure of themale- 
volent then tobe thought to confent to that hich my 
conſcience approves not. If this excuſe me for my wii 
ting,1 am glad, If at, Tbave pleaſed my fife in dif 
charge of my troubled thoughts and conſcience. 
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; Anas, 

L Truth afſerted, by the praftice of the Apoſtles, con- 
'1 firmed by the Teſtimonie of Synods, Fathers, 

4 and Doflors from Chriſts time 

h; to this day. 

4 y MN Diſcourſes Rhetoricall men de- 
ls BA lirc to ſhew the power of Nature 
5 WH improved by Art, which wee call 
/ @ Eloquence : in Logicall Diſputes, 
Went the quickneſſe: of apprehenſion, 


and the improvement. of -judge- I»: 
ment, The one often makes a dif- 

ference betwixt ſubtilties, and at- 

tempts to puzle Reaſon: The other rightly employed 

defines and ſettles a Truth obſcured by different fal- 

fities. In gnatters of Faith wee lay aſide reaſon, and 

yield to Scriptures truth, as other faculties of the bo- 

dy doeto their informer the Rationall ſoule, and as 

young Scholars to their Ipſe dexit. We believe there- 
fore what neither ſenſe nor reaſon can make us to 

conceive. 

I believe the Scripture to bee the ſacred Word of 
God: and what truth I find therein, I conceive it to be 
Jure Divmo, My-rtcaſon, I confeſſe, is bound, and 

B yields 
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icl1s in the point of Epiſc 
hs: becauſe I find for it ſo many ipſe dixzt'sin ſacred 
W11r. My jadgment alſois further {trengrthned there. 
in by Reaſons ſufficient to ſettle humane helicf, 

Opinion, we define, Herens & dubia deveritate 
rumuis in animo preſumptio ; A queſtionable and 
doubtfull preſuming in ones conceit that a matter is 
true; And Cognitio eff rerum conceprarum per experieatians 

ſcientia; Knowledge is a ſure apprehenfion of the mar. 
* ters which'we | conceive by experience of their cay. 
ſes and undoubred grounds of truth ; And Reſolu. 
tion is Dubittepoſetio,” the abandoning of all doubting, 
I am paſt opinion, and acknowledge my ſclfe ſazil. 
ficd, and well reſolved , that Epiſcopacie is Jwre Dj. 
vino: and am ready to give an account thereof: and 
endeavour ſo to doe in this Diſcourſe, I will not 
« iregai 4 arrtmagy: at, withſtand and reſiſt, or ſeek 
evaſions, or ſubtle anſwers to elude Gods. Traths 
Nor docT love «#pw*mi» to bein ſuſpenſe: havi 
well weighed the truth here aſſert: d , I finde cauſero 

pagan i dndeie, yy roche, Great 28 the force of truh, 
and bath prevailed.T o ſatisfie the World, what r:afog 
I have of this my confidence, I leave a Teſtimony 
thereof in this my diſcourſe, 

I define Epiſcopum Precbyerun cum additaments 
rioritatis quoad regimen in Ecclefis : A Biſhop to bee a 
Presbyter , having an addition of ſuperioritie for the 
government of Gods Church : his charge is to over- 
ſcethe Clergie, and their locks. The word I confeſle 
in a large ſignification may be taken, for a Major 
of 2 Citic: for hee is Over-ſcer thezeof: In; Hower 

| Ajax 


opacie,, thatit is Jure Dy... 
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rem, the Biſhop! or Orderer of 

his Army : But our Epiſcopus eff Cleri  Gregis in ſua 

Digceh , Is Over-icer of his Clergic, and his flock, 
ed within his own Diocefle. Hee is alſo called 

presbye-r an ancient, and therefore experienced and 

able to infoxme and direc. 

A< for the inferiour Prerbyrer or ancient, and Diace- 
we Min'ſtcr or Servant, they are diſtin and ſubor4i- 
a:teto che Biſhop or ſuperiour Presbyter, both inthe 
New Teſtament, an1 in the practice of the firſt Cen- 
turie, and in all Ages even to this day. Let it not 
ſumble any min thet the Apoſtles ſometimes terme 
themſelves and B:ſbops by the title of Presbyrers, they 
call themſclves alto Diaconos, Deacons, in a generall 
notion. 

Our Presbyterians would Þave Biſhops to be Pa- 
fleres jure drvine, Pr aſides jure Ecclefiaflico, Principes jure 
bueno & Diabelico, Paſtors by Gods Law, Preſidents 
by Eccleftafticall Law, Lords by humane and Dia- 
bolicalllaw. How faulric this aſſertion is, let my fol- 
lowing Diſcourſe teſtific. 

Our Biſhop is a Presbyter or ancient Paſtour ſet in 
eminent ſuperiority over the Clergic and their flocks 
with a relation to the government of them in matters 
Eccleſiaſtical. And fuch I ſay the Apoſtles inſtituted, 
and to them gave a charg how to demean themſelyes, 
A perperuall Succeſſion hereof by prafice hth con- 
tnued from Chrifts Apoſtles to this day. 

Now for 1 devinuws, I take that to be of Divine 
Rehr which is warranted in ſacred Scripture de cre- 
Gndr  axendis-in marers to be believed or done. 

KN B 2 Let 


Objett, 


Anſm, 
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Let this ſerve for the'preſent, it wil be more enlarped 
occaſionally in ſome part of this treatiſe. Only here] 
adde,that ae A'veriny the praftice of the Apoſtles 
which never was queſtioned or excepted ag1inſt,1n 
is recorded m the canonicall Scripture, hath in it /us 
Divmug, and ſhews what is of divine righr-def.fo, 

| Theſe things. being premiſed, I proceed to 05. 
je8ions againſt my Aſlertiongand CAnſwere unto each 
of them particularly. 

Eminent ſuperiority,8& Lordly authority over their 
people is that which the Lords of the Gentiles may 
& do challenge & practice,as their due, ure humans, 
by humane right. Therefore, x«r«rridw# , by lay of 
things oppoſite,eminent ſuperiority and Lordly au. 
thority over the Clergic & the people of God isthat 
whichBiſhops ought-not to challeng or praQtice For: 
Divin. For proofe hereof ſee Mar. 20, 25. 26, 
The Princes of the Gentiles Dominanter, Lordly rule 
over them, but younonſic, not ſo, or, it ſhall notbee 
ſo with you. And 1. Pet. 5. 2.3: Feed the flock 
of the Lord taking the over-ſight therof not by con- 
ſtraint, but willingly, not for filthy Lucre, but of a 
rcady minde, neither as being Lords over Gods He- 
ritagcs 

To this I anſwere , that the meaſure of dos 
mination; not the matter lies in the word [| pc] 
and fo is expounded by the words atoregoing , not 
by conſtraint, but willingly ,- not churliſhly or 
covetouſly,not as thoughye were Lords domineering 
over them , bur that yee may be enſamples ro the 
flock. Non herile aut Regale imperium exercentes, ſed 


paſte- 
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 _- ſuperioritaze , & paterns gubernatione wtentes, 
ot excrcifing a maſterlike or Kingly comman4,bur 
uſing a paſtorall ſuperiority and fitherly govern- 
ment. And ſo this rather ( as I conceive) confirms 
ſuperiority and Epiſcopacy then deſtroies them, For 
the word ſje, fo,takes not away the legality, but quali- 
fics the power given , by ſaying, lerir be uſed fic, ſo, 
This I prove to bee the meaning of the Apoſtle by 
this argument. : 

The practice of the Apoſtles is not contrary to 
Chriſts and their Do&rine, and the ſenſe thereof: 
But the Apoſtles did praQtiſe eminent ſuperiority,and 
ſuch lawfull authority as Chriſt forbids not, over the 
Clergie and flock , and inſtituted ſucceſſors. There- 
fore their doftrine allowed the ſame. And ſo that 
cannot be meant by the words above, which is pre- 
tended: vzz.that there ſhould be a parity zn the Clergie, 
and that Epiſcopacie is Dominium in Clerum , a Lordly 
rule over the Clergie, and z«&w ifwie an uſurped 
authority. 

The ſucceſſors which they inſtituted are war- 
ranted by Chriſt, when hee ſaid, I am with you to 
the end of the world : that is, I am with you, whilſt 
you live,and with ſucceſſors in your ſtead governing 
and teaching the Church to the worlds end. Hence 1t 
was that the Apoſtles ordained Biſhops to ſucceed 
them, ſo did the ancient Fathers in the purer times, 
This courſe continued ever fince, 

The praQtice of the Apoſtles was inaſuperiority 
above others of the Clergic : and to the Biſhops 
whom they 'conſtituted ro ſucceed themſelves in 
place over the Clergieghey gave a ſuperior authori- 

3 ty 


ty : neither did chey either practiſe, or ever mention 
that parity-in power, which.the presbyteriis ſq-much 
endeavour to introduce. And thereforethe Apoſiles 
never underſtood the words as theſe men doe, viz, 
that they ſhould diſallow of Biſhops in ſuperior au- 
thority above other of rhe Clergic. 

To make the praRice of the Apoſtles more evi. 
denr, I appeale to Sa'nt Paul, who gave to Timuby 
and Titws Epiſcopall power. To the one in Epheſus,to 
the other in Cree. 

Now tocleere this, let us firſt cleanſe the ſpring 
head, and then the ſtreames will run cleare down 
to the after times. ] bavets6 his end above defined 
Epiſcopwm a Bifhop: if we obſerve what he 1s, then 
ſhall we cyidently ſce, whether Saint. Paul did infli- 
tute ſuch a calling or no« 

Of Cult Biſbops I ſpeake not : but of Sprrirnall, A 
Bifbep of this kind I defined to be Presbyrerwn rum adl- 
dutamento ſuperierizatss quoad regimen itt Ecelefa he go- 
verns the Clergic and their flocks in ſpiritnall met- 
ters. Biſhops of this Kind Saint Pauldid inſtitute. He 
made Timothy 2nd Titus Epiſcopes Cleri & Gregis quaad 
regimen in Eccleſia, Biſhops of the Clergic an their 
flocks, and to have Ecclefiafticall government oxer 
them: whereas beiore they were but Presbyters, 
or Diſciples brought up under him. By this inſtituti- 
on were other Presbyters made ſabordinate to them 
in governing and teaching. the Church. Which to 
prove] thusargue, -  : 

He th:'t is ordained , and ſo ordained rhat hee 
hath-powcr Canflituere P resbytryos per crvitares, to Or= 


who 
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dain presbyters in every Cuy, is greater then thoſe,! 
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who have no ſuch power in their Cities or 'Chur- 
© ches : and thoſe who may corre, what is defeive, 
are ſupcriour to thoſe for whom matters defeRive 
xe correted, But Titus and Timorhy had ſuch power + 
giyventhem, and did {o' corretrhings defedtive, and 
none of the Prezbyters had the ſame from the Apo- 
les. Therefore I conclude undeniably that Titus 
and Timorby were ſuperiors as Biſhops over their Pre. 
in their ſeverall charges and Diviſions, viz, 

Titus in Creer, and Timotby in Epheſus, 

- That they had this power given them by Paul 
appeares 1. Time. 5. 22+ Lay hands ſuddenly on no 
man. Tie. r. 5. For this cauſe I left thee in Creer, that 
thou ſhouldſt ſer in order things which are wanting, 
and ordain Elders in every City, as I had appointed 
thee, If any other in theſe Churches could have or- 
dained Presbyrers, why was Timothy ſcnt to Epheſms, 
and Tirw left at Creer for this very purpoſe. And if 
the Crezzans and their Presbyters could have ſet in 
orderthings defeive,what neede was therethat I, 
alone ſhould have this commilsion, 

Saint Jerow himſclfe , who was accounted no 
great friend, but rather harſh againſt Epiſcopacie, in 
his Epiſtle to Evagriws, pag.329. gives us this as a di- 
ſtinQion, #«"Koxlw, remarkable berwixt a Presbyter 
and a Biſhop, ſaying, Qwid facis excepta ordinatione E- 
ſcopes, quod non facts Preſbyrer? What doth a Biſhop, 
exceptthe ordaining of others, which a Presbyter 
dothnots And itis worth the obſervation that the 
ancient Father and great Champion for the bleſſed 
Trinity Athanaſius hath in his ſecond Apologie, Ui. 

that Calehusa Presbyrer of theChurch of 4 _— 
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had-cconſtituted Presbyrters',. but whar'became of 
them? Reſcifaeft hes ejus ordmatio,(7 omnes ab eo ton. 
flituii in laicorumordinem redaft fuere , The ordaini 

. of others by him.,' was made-invalid, and they who 
were ordained by him, were degraded and made La- 
icks. 

Sothen you ſee that Biſhops are in thisienrinemer 
ſuperiores Preſoztexis , eminently ſuperior to Presby. 
ters, having power affirmative and negatzve by the 0- 
pinion and practice. of the ancient Fathers. This con- 
tirms what the Apoſtles had taught 8 pradtiſed, and 
appointed others in place above the ordinary Pref. 
byrers to do, | 

Now I come to ſhew a ſecond difference betwixt 
a Biſhop and a Presbyter, and whereig a Biſhop 
hath, emmentem ſuperioritaem, a cleere ſuperiority a- 
bove a Presbytet,: That ts, excommunication, and was 
called ucro Epiſcopalts, the Epilcopall weapon, and 
was a power given to Biſhops facceilors of the Apo- 
ſtles, and was ever practiſed by them. This appears 
in that an account of it was and is expected at their 
hands,as 1s manifeſted by the quarcl,which our blel- 
ſed Saviour had againſt the Azgell of the Churchof 
Pergamut,namely,that he ſuffered ſome of hisChutch 
who held the doctrine of the Nycolaitans, and againlt 
the 4Axgel/ of the Church of. Thyateya, viz, That hee 
ſuffered the woman [ezabell:roteach and ſeduce the! | 
people. By this it is apparent” that Chriſt expected, F (| 
they ſhould doe , what they had by their places 
power to doe; namely, that they being Angellsof | 
their Churches (whom I affirme:to bee alſo Biſhops! 
therof,and ſucceſſors to the Apoſtles, as is ſufficient- 
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"= Hema, and by Bezq himfſelfe called een&3re,, 
menin place above others. )ſhould berericos roercere 
"(:6x Eidkpd ejicert., Keepe© vader. Heretjkes ang 
caſtthera out of the Church. :-/| -:-; 
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--If here itbe objeed, that wee TAL argue 06jed, 


from darke and myſticall places of Seripyture; fuch 
as the Apocalypſe. I anſwere, that Laxgye from 2 
plainplace ; and from the plain words, and dire 
ſcope of the place, &not the myſtical ſenſeorinter- 
ation. Neither can;we. here admit ofghat diſtin- 
&ion , that Angeles is in this place to; beg zaken col- 
leQively pro tora: Ecelefin, for the-whole Church; 
For F:conceive that: then 3 15 na wordgi n the: 
ure; but hath irs weight: and was; it notas 
cali to have: ſaid F Ecciefie J'a$ [Angels Ecrhipe ] 
if {Awgdus} had nor: famething mort; in-is then 
[Bedeprs) Amdiwhy nor fngelas Becltfie, but; In- 
Ecckfie, The lehe Charch, but the Au- 
{ofthe'Church;if it had beege to be taken col- 
eQively 2 Bac the tearmes be diftin&t and of a dif- 
ferehn fire; liar whoſe, pode Pomgni, thabroad of. 
theTorg; and _ Downs, bread repreſenting the 
Lord. - -: 
Beſides, ro rerurn to 07; oaks and Titus, they arc 
ijoyned to icammand/others Hirydfariaar pot. 
toteach orhardod&rind, and abrwere 079 decepionum, 
& haveticos rejicere, toſtop the moiithes of deceiyers, 
and to reject! Herericks. Thale things were com- 
them, andamaccbant accordingly exſpe. 
adliof theperformatconbexcof! which'manifeſtly 
proves that every ms 08 his Angeluws ; who 


had 


eAu/w, 
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above other iniferior Clergic-men : And nor m 

Angels'in each of theſe Churches all of _ 
authority and place, Or at-leaſtthe Angell incach 

_ ofthe ſeyen churches was ſoabſolute in his power, 
that he was «2%, chief Governour, the Presby. 
ters/affiſtants fo him: he a ſpirituallJuſticer and 
ofthe Pud#wm, they. of the Countell.- 

' The difference alſs of Epiſcopal authority from 
that of Presbyters appears, inthe cauſe of excom- 
munication : where there -was an appeal to the 
Synods, which either confirmd them, or diflolved 
themn;'but tonetothe people; none to the presby- 
rers, Thisis:confirmed by the ancicnt Coundgll at 
Nice Can.s. and at Antioch Can.6. And Terom 
himſclfe writing to Riperiw:concerning Yigeleutivs 
ati Hereticall:Presbyrer,' is angry that the Biſhop 
uftder whotn he mri 2041 7A ein furors,tft you 
Urge My. virgaque ferreavas inutile confringere, 
& tradere ad interitum carnis , ut ſpirits ſalumpitt 
Did quietly give way to his fury,& not rathet break 
in pieces-that unprofitable-yeflelt with his Apaſte-! 
like ſtaffeandrod of iron, and detiver him up tothe 

} deſtruRion of the fleſh, that bis ſoul might be ſaved, 
And it ſcemes ſtrange to mee that any ſhould 
think, that our bleſſed Saviour: his Excecutors, 
Adthiniftrators, and affignes knew not the meaning} 
of his will and Teſtament, as well, as wee in theſe 
daycs. Chriſt who afccading into' Heaven gave 
guifts into _; would nortideny this guitt, {6 
necelaty. Hee, I-{ſay, giving ſuperemineny guiſts 
to his Apoſtles ad fundandam Ecclefiam, tor the ou 
ing 
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5 4b lsChurch, would nor'deny to their fucce(- 
thoſe; which 'were neceſſary» Ecelefie fundats, 
tothe Church being founded :-:and fo'neceſſary 
thatnothing more concerneth the-Church.Would 
he not, or could he not informe his Truſtees haw 
he pleaſed to have his Churcb'his houſhold gover- 
in his abſence? To ſay he would notyis deroga- 
tory to his wiſdome and goodneſle; ro ſay he could 
not, to his Almighty and Sovercigne power. | 
Itherefore conclude theſe 2. points. - | 
1 That Ordination of Presbyters was left:to 

Titss and Tzmothy, as to men of higher place and 
authority, and not to the Presbyters who were of 
inferiour degree. | 

3: That the power , givento the Angells of E- 
#eſ#r and the other Churches , puts a difference of 
ſuperiority and eminence betwixt a Biſhop, and an 
ordinary Presbyter, and others the teachers of the 
Churthes, and gives them commiſſion pre ceteris 
tam Clericis quary Laicts above others both Clergic 
and Laity,yca a coercive and caſtigative power. 

Further they obje& and ſay. That Epiſcopacie ObjeB.a 
isnot ſure Divno,becaulſe Chriſt did not command Tt 
tinthe Goſpell. 15% 

To this Lanſwere. That Jus Devimum aliter ſe » 
habet in rebus credendis, liter in agendis, alater m re- * w/w. 
but fides, aliter is rebus fati , There is adifference 
of Divine right betweene \matters to. bee beli-- 
ved , and matrers to bce 'done; betwixt marters 
of faith, and marttcts of fat. In matters of faith 
there muſt be rextus manifeftus,aut comvmcens deduBio, 
aclecretext , ora ſound conſequence. As for ex- 
ample 
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ample. In'the beginning God made all things _ 
Tra is xxtus menfefius. Buttherc is only con 
cens dedy#io , concerning the myſtery of the blefied 
Trinity : for the Trinity is proved not by an ex: 
preſſe Text, but by convincing deduQions our of 
ſacred Scriptures; as thus. © - © + 
There came downe at the Baptiſme of Chrif 
the Holy Spirit in the form of a Dove, anda voice 
was heard {ving ,T his is my beloved Son, in whs 
I am well. pleaſed. Here wee hind the Spirit 'nithe 
Form! of. a Dove: There is heard a voice: And 
Chriſt is feenc inthe water, We know both 
the ſacred Scriptures and by the light of nature, 
that there is but one God: and that fromone all 
things 'arc;, and thatin' one they terminate: and 
that there 1s aliud medium copulans prinum & whi. 
awww, one between both coupling the firſt and the 
laſt, Secing alſo we reade that there is a Father, a 
Son, and a Spirit, and that there is but one God,we 
hence infer by neceſſary deduction , that thereare 
three perſons and but one God. Beſides this dedu- 
Rion 1s further confirmed by that place 5: Tewbiwr, 
Theſe three are one : which in ſome ſort is 1exem 
manifefis, a clecre text, 
Now a matter of fat may be inferred to bee I- 
. re Dromo(as I ſuppoſe) if I prove, 
1 That the ſame faft was the prafiice of the Apeſiles. 
2 Thatit is azalogical to the mflutution of the Charch 
of the Jewes,which was ſerled according to Gods appoint- 
ment by the medzation of Angels , by the Minifteryof 
Moſes and Aaron. 
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\\g' That it & poimed as and infinanted in the New 


Tolmer 


That it hath ſucceſ1roely continued fince the Apoſtles 

ho And as elſewhere, fo le ta 
If theſe points can bee proved concerning the 

fat (viz. Government by Biſhops) in queſtion, I 
hope that none will deny it to be Fure Devino. 

ow for proofe and confirmation of my Tc- 
nent, That Epiſcopacie is ure Divino, I will prove 
theſe points}, and then ſay ſomething more con- 
cerfing the praQice of ſome other Churches, 


1 Saint Paul the _1poſile and DoBor of the Gemils 9/the fil 


gave power and authority 10Titus and Timothy ordina-"** 
redignos, to ordain men worthy , and ro examine 
ſuch as were faulty , to reprove and diſcharge ſuch 
as were guilty, and did iriwdartanto, teach other 
Doctrine, and were offenfive tothe honour of their 
callings, and to Cheriſh ſuch as did well, Theſe 
things are evident in the Epiſtles of Paul ro Timothy 
and of that to Tzxtus. From Pauls practice of ſupert- 
ority over theſe two, and from the inſtitution of 
Timotby and Titws to be Biſhops,the one of Epbeſus, 
the other at Cyeer, I prove Epiſcopacie to be praQti- 
ſed by the Apoſtles. To make which good thus I 
ue. 
If Saint Paul himſclfe praftiſed an eminent ſu- 
periority,and inthe Epiſtles alleadged gave all that 
wer,which of tight Biſhops challeng,or doth be- 
ong tothe definition of a Biſhop , to Timorky and 
Titss, tnen Pawlhimſelfe did not only praftife E- 
piſcopacie, but did alſo conftirture and inftiture 
them Biſhops; But verww pries, ergb & polerins.. 
C 3 That 


er UTE 9, & thegthey: A- 

poſtles had, A8, r.20.8 did diligetly rin his.cawfe 

therein,rio man will deny, And thathe gavepower 
to Tzmorby and Titw'(the ſame which hiaiſelthad), 

; 1 Toordain, 

* 2 Toconvent, 

3 Topuniſh, 

4 To reward duplict honore | with double honour, 
the Epiſtles alledged doe ſufficiently prove. There. 
fore Pewl bimſelfe praQtiſed ſuperiority , and con- 
ſtiruted Timorhy nd Titws Biſhops in - ſuperior 
to Presbyters, whom they had authority fo or- 
dain, convent, puniſh, and reward. 

ObjeBs. If they further objeR, That the Presbyters with 
their Preſident may doe the-ſame, even all thi | 
which are commanded Timoiby and Tztus, and | 
therefore theſe things were ſpoken to Timorby and 
Titus and to their Presbyters colleCtively in the 
perſons of Twmoby and Ties. | 

Anſw, I anſwer, this is petere princepium : this evaſion [ 
formerly took away. And now further 1 argye. 

Such as the charge is , ſuch is the power: bur 

the tharge is porſonall} that is, given to Tims- 

ey and Titus particularly ; and therefore the 
power an4 authority given is perſonall: ro them 
for their time, and to their ſucceſsors in place after 
them; and notto them and the Presbytery colle- 

Qively.: nothing in places where ſuch charge is gi- 

ven doth intimate the Presbyrers or Deacons 1n- 

terpofing themſelves in theſe Epiſcopall aftions 
with Tiazoby and Tavs. If they wal havetheſe 
priviledges and performances to belong to/their 


Pre- 
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' Preſident, they muſt ple:dthem due to him. as he 
. #fuccefſor to Timaby 1nd Titus: and fo hee is in 
effe& (if you give him continuance in his plice)a 
[Biſhop indeede , the bare name of Prefident can- 
not make him of a different calling from a Biſhop, 
"when as he'aReth the part of a Biſhop in all points 
by Saint Paw! preſcribed. The practice of alltimes, 
eſpecially of the firſt Century warrants not a 
,monethly or yeerly Preſident doing nothing for or- 
dination, convention, puniſhment, & reward with- 
outthe adviſe and conſent of a company of Presby- 
ters; but it allows Biſhops ſuperiority to presby- 
ters, and Presbyters to Deacons: Yea, it placed 
Riſhops as ſucceſſors to the Apoſtles,as were Time. 
thand Tztus,and Presbyters and Deacons ſubordi- 
natto Biſhops,as to the Apoſtles, whilſt they lived. 

Saint /gnarins the next Biſhop to Evedess : Hee 
received Epiſcopall charge from the Apoſtles: and . 


witting to them at Amcioch , when hee was carried zpif. ad An- 


priſoner to Rowe, uſcth theſe words-to the Laity , *#®: 
 Obſequium pr abeve Preſbyceris & diaconis, Be yee 0- 
bedient to your Presbyters and Deacons, and ad- 
dethto the Presbyters, paſcire gregem apud vos, dones 
Dews oflendit vi puraora deir , feed the flock: 
under you, untill God ſhew who ſhall bee your go-, 
yernour : and hereby cſtabliſheth ſuperiority-to 
mend enjoyneth the Presbyters obedience. 
The ſame Father in an Epiſtle ro the Ep AC-, 
knowledgeth Ons s 11y s (named often by Saine 
?avl)to he their Biſhop, & exhorteth them ſaying, 


Bn v6 ins owrrbxtre 77 figmrnins opp |, 25 it be- 
comes you ſubmit your ſelves to your Biſhops ad- 
IS VICE 
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vice.: Thus here: wee finde Saint 'Poxle' 
and ordination obſerved and followed” by 
tvs, wha lived in the firſt century, and whoſe 
worth and authority clouds of witricfſts' doe co. 
firme. 1-7 2% 

In the ſame journey he writes to the Church of 
Smyrna and ſilutes their Biſhop by name, and ex. 
horteth the flack, movin dr0ander , os Inrks dXevic ol 
aut yi, x  eproGuregle, & 70%; A'mewhhou ys tO tollow their 
Biſhop as Jeſus Chriſt did his Father : and thePref. 
bytery, as the Apoſtles. The Biſhop here ſpoken 
of was Polycarpus, as Irenens his ſucceſſor affirmes; 
with whom Irenews was con:tteporanceys  mulia ae- 
cepit ab illo de Sanfit Toannis vits & converſations, 
contemporary,and by whom renews was informed 
in many things concerning Saint Jobxs life and 
converlation. t 
. In the life time of Trejav the Emperaur, Saint 

Jobn returning from his baniſtiment our of Putwer, 

- where he wrote his Revelation, ſummoned the ſe 
ven Biſhops whoarc conceived to be thoſe named 
in che-Apacalypſe the Angells of the ſeven Ohur- 
ches, and ufed their miniftery for ſcrling apdotite- 
ting his own Metropolis of Epheſwr, andthe other 
Churches in Aþs, 4s the ancient Greeke Records 
found inthe Librafy of Photias teſti fie,Concemi 
bis Apaſtolicall ſuperibrity andpraftice of qouitl 
tution and ordination of Biſhops is frequent met- 
thdndny Frenes, Exſtbins, and Ferow. ; 

.So then; by:that which bother 
that-Epiſcqpacic is x7! west» A'mtaier; "wy & by 
the practice of the Apoſttes,becaliſe that vivewibes; 
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," writ Apoſio 


" videatibus, conflituentibus, confirmantibus Apoftolis & 


licis , patribus & Doftoribas teflantibus, 


The'Apoſtles and Apoſtolike men being alive, ſee- 
ing it, appointing it, and confirming it, and the Fa- 
thers & Doors being cie witneſſes thereof, There 
were theſe three diſtin degrees in the Clergy, 
Biſhops, Presbyters, Deacons. 


Now to the ſecond Point, * That Epiſcopaciezs The /tcoxd 
andlogicall to the inſtitution and conflitution of the 1%. 


Church government of the Fewes in the old Teflament : 
Which Moſes 25 a Prince did eſtabliſh by Gods ap- 
intment in the wilderneſſe, and which continued 


- inforce till the veil of the Temple was rent, and 


the Gentiles became heirs to Abraham, and the pro» 
miſes made to-him, were made good to us his heirs 
by faith and adoption : Becauſe the Iews, Abra- 
haws heirs according to the fleſh, by their own de- 
faule & diſobedience forfeited their intereſt in thar 
conyeiance of inheritance , which they claimed 
from their Father Abraham hy the evidences regi- 
fired in Moſes and the Prophets. Epiſcopacte and 
ſubordination thereunto, I ſay, holds Analogie and | 
akinde of proportion with the Jewiſh Church go- 
vernment. For God in it appointed an High Prieft, 
Priefls and Levits ſubordinate one to the other, 
Such is the ſuhordinarts of the three Jegrees inthe 
Clergic in the new Teſtament Church, This ſub- 
ordination of rhe Chriſtian Church Saint Terors 
neere the end of his Epiſtle ©o Evagrius obſerves, 
and ſays, Sermus rraduiones Apoftolorunr ſumnyt as de 
veteri Teflamento. 2uod Aaron & fil ejus arque Le- 
Vire in Templo fuere, hoe Epſoyl. Preſbyiers & — 


"et —" 


ſtbi vendicant in Eccleſia, (cil 
delivered to the Church by 
out of the old Teflement. The, fame ſubordigation 
which was ſeenin Aaron, bis ſons, and the Levits, 


now appeares.in the Chriſtian Church , in our. 


Biſbops, Preſbyters, and Deacons. T his proportion is 
_ rt by Saint Jude, who chargeth 
ſome with the gain-ſaying of Koretb. Now there 
can be no gain-ſaying like that of Koreh in the Chri. 
ſtian Church, except there be diſtinAion & ſubor.- 
dination of ſuperiours and'inferiors in the Clergje, 
as there was : and was | AAR by Koreh and his 
complices , deſirous of ſuperiour honour, and of 
higher degrees and places, then they had acalling 
unto. Here then you' ſee that God would have a 
proportion of Church-goverament betwixt the 
Old and New Teſtament, 

It is further worthy the obſervation that both 
the Church and Commen-wealb of the Jewes had in 
their Fovernment a kind of proportion eſtabliſhed 
by God. For as the Church was Aonarebicallin 
Moſes, Ariftocraticall in ſome {cle Prieſts and Le- 
vits governing under Aaron, and Democraticallin 
the reſt of the Pricſts and Levits: So-was the Com- 
mon-wealth Afonarchicallin Hoſes, CAriſtocraticall 
in ſome {ele Princes of each Tribe governing un- 
der Moſes, and Demecraticall in the reſt, and inthe 
whole body of the people. Such is the proportion 
betwixt our Church and Common. wealth, and 
ſuch hath it beence from the firſt foundation. This 
will, I hope, appeire, when I come to ſpzak of the 
ſucceſsjon in our Church, And whatkind of go- 
vernment thus ſutable to that of the Jews, is in any 
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= one Church , may be inall Churches: namely, az . 
s of men Tubordinate ro their Princes, and all 
the Princes dr Kings ſubordinate to Chrift, withour 
having any King gn carth Head over the reſt : as all 
degrees of men inthe Churches were ſubordinate to 
the Apoſtles, and the Apofiles going to ſeveralt and 
far remote Nations were all equally ſubordinate . 
to Chrefl, and no one of them Head over the reſt, 
To.conclude then , ſeeing the Conſtitution of E- 
; piſcopall government is ſo agreeable to that which 
was moſt abſolute, and was eſtabliſhed by thar 
 wiſdome , that no other Common-wealth and 
Church cver was; as- one obſerves ; DiRame Deo, 
cnfluſente Moſe , God ordaining it, and Adoſes pur- 
ting it in praQtice : Why ſhould wee endeavour to 
alter it £ Such an attzmpr might prove with us,as ir 
did with the people of Capuas, when Paruvins (2- 
ved the Senators, It is held an axiome among 
cArchieRors, that it is ſcarce wiſdom to pull down 
one of the mayne poſts of a building, eſpecially ſo 
ancient, except another be {etled and fixed , which 
weare ſure is right and fitred to our purpoſe: which 
| yet for all the workmans $skill may have a private 
| flaw in it, which cannot be diſcovered by the moſt 
$ilfull : and ſo may the building fall 'on the buil- 
&rs head. 
Thus much for the anilogie and proportion be» 
1 twixt Epiſcopacie and the Church government of 
| the Jews. 
$ \ ' Nowinthethird _ wee Come to Prove that The third 
: Epiſcopacie was pointed ar, and in ſome fort deriphered Pon. 
; Iwthe New Teflament. W hat F produced before con- 
D 32 | cerning 


cerning the authority of Ordination , convention, © 
puniſhment, and reward, put upon ſome ſpeciall 
perſons, may ſerve ſufficiently to this purpole: yer 
ſome thing more 7 will here adde. Becit ſo, that 
when the Apoſtle ſaith, & Tis emmoRoTng 6:04 mm, ang few 
embuuir If anyone deſire the of fice of 4 Biſhop, bee deſg- 
reth a good work that this is ſpoken of an inferior Bi. 
ſhop, or Presbyrer, who is an Ovetleer of the eo. 
ple commited to his charge, as well as of a Biſhop 
Superiour, who hath the overſight of the Clergic 
and people : yet will it follow , that if the office of 
an inferiour Biſhop or Over-ſeer of his flock bee a 
good work (as indeedit is) then much morethey, 
who firſt have laboured in that painful harveſt, and 
afterward in their elder yeeres are advanced to the 
Supcriour Biſhops office of Over-ſecing the Cler- 
gie, of ©:rdaining, conventing and the like as above, 
undergoc and performe xaAir ipyor xar' ior A good 
work of greater eminencit and more notable. For cer- 
tainly there cannot be a more bleſſed worke , nor 
more holy calling inthe Clervic, then to ſucceed 
the glorious Apoſtles, and Martyrs intheirplaces 
and callings, as heires doe their parents in theire- 
ſtates an poſſ.flions, and to deliver and teach ſas 
cred D::&rine to faithfull: men, who ſhall bee able 
eo teach others alſo : as Saint Pau} bids 'Fiworby 
2 Tiw.2. iT 
. Tothis purpoſe, S. Auftim uponthat, Pſ.44, aras 
we have it,q4s5 .Propatribue 1:b1 nati ſunt filuC'uldre 
ſhall riſe in ſtecd of their Fatb« rsJairh; Parres moſt 


ſunt Apaſtols, pro. Apoſtglic fil:izrbi nati. ſunt, canſtituci 
ſmns Ep;ſcopi. Hodee enam Epiſcope qui ſaou per 5 wh 
: orvem, 
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: Ipſs filios gewnit,, & ipſa ittos ronflirait in ſtds 
Parwn: The Fathers ſent to us' were the Apoſtles, 
inſteede ofthe Apoſites ; the ſors. which were ap= 
pointed are Biſhops. - For ar this Way: che Bithops 
inall the World, from whom did they arile'#*'The 
Church it ſclfe calls them Fathers: ſhee her ſelfe 


| begottheſe Sons, and ſhee her ſelf hath put them 


intothe ſe:rs of the Fathers, "Here yee fee the ſuc- 
ceſſion of Biſhops proved =_ y by Saint Mbeuftin, 
25 betore by Ireneus, Euſebins, Jonatins ,and 4 cloud! 
-of witneſſes, who ſcaled their witneſſe with their 
bloud,and are thoſe whoſe robes are wathed inthe 
bloud of the Lamb , and who ſhall ſhine more 
brightly then che Cynoſure amongſt other-ſtarrs of 
Heaven, | 
Beſides all the witneſſes and-provfes alteady 
bionghr, I will produce: one'rext more to'prove 
Biſhops to bee ſacceſfors of the Apoſtles Furedivi- 
w, In that great Synod A c ry 1. whexe were #f- 
ſombled the eleven. Difciples;and *a@-vas wr fore 
cennes & viints, other perſons/befieyer + 1 20 S1jne? 
Peter moved the confideration>et arf'eleftion of 
one.inthe'place of ada, and urgerh' two pl ces of 
the Pſulmes, as prophecies, whiey mult be fulfilled, 
Pſi; &g. 16. and'109..6.: There the Holy- Ghoſt 
prophofie4by rhe-mout David eohnterning Fi” 
du: Le bis vabitatios be wid.” ant tt v6 nan dwl7 
thertin 5 5; 7s Emonerts kl nit Fry) and let anbiber 
1ubtbes Biſhoyrick, Mark wee” well the words, "and 
KH 
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t Tharno. man witt {a9 that there is a Taitologit'sr 
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2 That the Sefiptures ſhould be underflood , as neere 
as me can, luerally, and as the plame ſenſe of ihe place will 
beare, and ſo. as way. fland with the Analogie of other 
Scriprures. - 

Theſethings being granted, Irhus argue. Thar 
which the ſpirit of God by the mouth of a Propher 
bath foretolde,and.the bleſſed Apoſtles in a Synod 
have ratified, that'ts an undeniable truth, and may 
plcade its Zu$dromm. But D avid did forctell by the 
inſpiration of the Spirit of Prophecic, that Epiſco. 
pacie ſhould ſucceed Apoſtleſhip, and tlie Apoſtles 
ratified.ic im their Synod, Therefore Epiſcopacie 
ſucceeded the Apoſtleſhip, Jure divine. Ic is not any 
other word which is attribut<d to Aſatthi & place, 
butemoxonm, aBifboprick : "and heeſucceeded Jud, 

If any here abject, that Marthias had enrtmmant, 
the Biſhopricke of /zdgs , ſo that Judas his'Apo- 
ſtleſhip is there call'd a Biſhopricke in a generall 
notion, as it imports an-offceor charge. Andthat 
therefore. Epiſcep@ydig nor ſucceed Hpofileſbrp, bur 
both of:them.wexe-ofzright attributed to the 12 
choſen by Chriſt, and both given to Martbis, 
who ſucceeded Iudas. 

. T anſwer. | Suppoſethis.be. granted , it maketh 
much more fgr what Fintend. For firſt, i they be 
termes of ſa neere affinity , that they ſerve to cxpreſle 
oncand the ſame office in a different regard : thenit 
followerhy thatin regard of their affinity , the one 


may more caſily ſucceed in the-other place: z for- 


where there is a likeneſſe of nature, there is feczlor 
zranſuys, ancaſier change of one thing into another, 
| as 
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© 250f aire into'fire 4 becauſe of their! agreement in 
the quality of heat: \Sccondly ;- Secing' the terme 
ok eApeftle was by thoſe and after-times in ſome 
ſort appropreate #0 ſome few : it remayned that the 
other reras , viz.*Beſhop , ſhould be left and turned 
over 89" their. ſucceſſors, And with reſpe@ to this, 
Mathias is expreſly ſid to fi ucceed in Judas his E- 
piſcopacic : and the chiefe Officers of the Clergie arc 
termed Biſbops rather then by any othername. This 
weread to have beene the conſtant praQtice of the 
firſt Century, in which (as itis likely) the Execu- 
rors'and Feoffees in truſt of our Lord, beſt under. 
ſtood the meaning of the Teſtatour, and had pifts 
extraordinary, ad Ecclefiam & fidem flabiliendam, 25 
toeſtabliſh our faith , ſo Gods Church too, and 
could beſt fit right terms to perſons and callings, 
But to come cloſe to our ſelves. This Iſle reces. The fourth 
red Chriflianity very ſoon, even in the days of Tiberius, ***" 
as Gildas Brato a grave Authour writeth :» who 
wrote, Anno 493, And as another Gildas after him 
confirmeth. This Gildas was cald Albamess, and, as 
ſome will have it, preceded the other. He teſtifies, 
, thatafter the diſperſing of the Diſciples, by reaſon 
+ of the perſecution, Phil;p ſent out of France, Joſeph 
of Arimathes, and divers others, who preached the 
Golpcl in this Kingdome. Their Do&rine (as 4al. 
meſbary hath it) was afterward confirmed by other - 
Preachers and DoRours here. This is alſo witneſ. 
ſed both by Origenand Theodoret , not to [peake of 
thoſe, who ſome of them affirme that Paul, ſhme 
that Jewes, ſome that Petey were in this Iſland, and 
viſited the Church here eſtabliſhed , as Bavonivs 1 
Ro. 
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RemiſhWriter,and of ſpecial pote.inthat Church, 
hayhit,. Tis flxyther ſaid; that Zyſals | glacialir (which 


we now call 6lafteabuvy) was granted thertby Ay. 


viragus King of the Brirains.. Thisis witneſled unto 
by diyers memorable Records alleaged by the fty- 
dious and leamed Scarchers into the Britiſh and 

As farthet teport of Lucaws and Elentberius men. 
tioned by Beda and MariavusScoius, and fo often 
alleaged by divers others, F muft-cither thinke that 
Rome hadichanged her cuſtomes, and many of her 
Tenents, or queſtion the Truth of the relation. My 
Reaſon fot this is : becauſe, 'when in the yeer 601, 
Auftinhe Monk firft required obedicnce to the Fe. 
#4# Chuxch jinatiree things, viz. 14 in Paſchatece. 
lebrando, 2. in Baptiſmo minifirando, 3. in predicands 
Amnglis 'Saxonibus , In celebrating Eaſtcr, in admi- 
-Ailtring Bapriſme, in preaching to.the Englith, His 
motion was refuſed, and Awftin utterly diſliked. 

v8 (to uſe the words of another)Auguſtini ffluw 
i , they diſliked Auſfting pride. And well 
they might, for he was haughty and harſh, and did 


contrary to his direRtions tnom_ Gregory Beſbop of . 
Rome, wha ſent him hither, For he incenfed Edle- - 


fred ſo againſt the poore Chriſtians of Banjer, that 
he put twelve hundred of them to the ſword. Of 
. this the Reaſon is given : @uie neluere obſequium 
Augaſſing prebere, becauſe thcy would nor ſubmit 
to Auftins will, For this was indeedthequarrell, as 
our Writers ſay. This their refuſall to yield to 
Auſtin the. Mopke, I produce as a proofe, thar' the 
Chriſtians , which hee found here, heldin many 


things 
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Churches , as havi .their 
>@rine from / "and Sion ,.whence the Goſpel 
gas t0 be ſent, Elay 2.3. Mic.4.2.10 the Nations, And 
whence as Sakarion nent, P{al. 147.50 likewile the 
Dodrine of ſalvation: for Chriſt, who gave the 


| Apoſtles Commiſſion to gore af/ Natrens, and preach 


zo chew the Goſpel, did bid them flay «« Jeruſalem, til 
the Holy Ghoſt furniſhed ther with guifts for the worke 
commanded. This further appearcs by that reſolute 
anſwere, which thc Abbor of Banger gave to Auſtin 
the Monk, Anne 601. viz. That he and his acknow- 
ledged no Superioritie in the Biſbep of Rome over 
them, nor afy Superiour but their own Archbiſhop 
Cger-leonis, or (as lome have it ) Senovenſts,, qui ſub 
Deo ſolus poſit ws fuit ſuper illos ad ſupervidendum, & ad 
faciendum illos ſervare viem ſpiritualem, Who alone 

under God was made an Over-ſcer or Biſhop to 

them, that hee might make them obſerve the ſpiri- 
tuall way, Secing. this ſtout Champion thus an- 

ſwered, it is probable that they were of the Primj- 

tive inſtitution. And thisI the rather give credit un- 

t0;becauſe if the Biſhop of Reme had then held the 

preſent Tenet of that Church: That #bery Cities 

the ſpiritual/ Merropolis, and that tbeer Biſhop #4 Caput 

Eccleſiz, our Predece flours would bove p. ader's 0s 
the Pope and bis See, a5 they had been taught. But Bare- 

wwe ſaith, that our Britiſh Biſhops areas ancient as 

thoſe of Reeve. And tis probable they were [o. 

For this we have good proof ; that ara Council 
at Arles held _4wno Dom.314. wee had three Bi- 
ſhops,vis,r. Eborius de Crvitazte Eborxaci Epiſcepus, 
2: Reflitmins de thvitate Londini Epiſcopas, 3. Aldelfiug 
4 civitace Coloniz _—_— & A 
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dos Preſbyter, Arminius Diacever, Eboriay Biſhe 
Torke, feflirutus Biſhop of Londen, . Adelfins Bit 
of Colcheſter , and after them Sacerdos a Presh 
Arminius a Deacon. Theſe ſubſcribed in this Sy- 
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had Biſbops, Preſbyters, and Deacons:-the very Go. 
yernours now in queſtion, + And Romilh they were 
not, as I conceive: becauſe they then acknowled. 
ed nota Subordination to Remy: and becaule Ye. 
au the ſecond called learned Anſelme, Patriarchs 
Britanie, the Patriarch of Brazne. 
Therefore, me thinks, it ſhould not gow be que 


- but rather, that it ſhould be confirmed as an Evgy- 
gelicall Ordinance, and as ancient, as the firſt infliruion 
of Churches , and as a calling appointed by the Apoſites. 
What more have we for Bapriſme of Infants * What 
more for our Sunday,or the Lords day,but convincing 
deductions from the Scriptures, or the praRice of 
the Apoſtles, and the obſervation of the ſame in 
the Churches of God ſucceſsively to this ve 
day 2 yetwee hold both theſe to be ſacred Ord 
nances and of divine inſtitution : though they both 
be queſtionzd by ſome learned men of the refor: 
med Churches, as Epiſcopacieis among ſome of 
ours. The caſes alike, and as clecrc, if not much 
more, for Epiſcopacic: that it had a divine inſti- 
tution. 

If what is formerly ſaid, ſatisfie not, I will only 
uſe this argument more, to prove that Epiſcopacie 
Is ure Dzvine, If the _ e given 1 Tim.6, 14. be 
Timothy perſonathy, e tuall, then it is to 
centers. namely to Timedy, and to the _ . 

- ors 
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nod, Here therefore T obſerve, that Anno 314% wee = 


ſtioned, whether Epiſcopacy be a Romiſh Relicke, 
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| +> +) ryan aus ”m vas orga ;forhat 
"& - the uitic of the chatge'muſt redchto all his 
© ſucceffors,tilt the appearing of the Lord Chrift Teſws, 
Bug the charge is perſonall to.7:merky, and perpe- 
tualleven to the appearing of our Lord leſmw: Chriſt. 
Therefore it is to one perſon , viz, to ' Tamorhy and 
to his ſucceſſors for ever, - 
Tf it be here objected, that the charge there was 06jed, 
given to Timorhy, as cl{where the Keyes ro Par nr, 
and according to that , which is ſaid , @#od dixir 
Petro, dixit ceteris Apeſiolir , What was (poken to 
Petey, was ſpoken to the other Apoſtles alfo : I 
Anſwer, It is ſo. , For what was ſaid: ro Timothy, Av. 
was ſaid cerersſque Epiſcopis & ſuccefforibus eorum, 
both to other Biſhops. ,, and their ſucceſſors : as 
Chriſts giving the keys 10 Peter were to him and the 
other Apoſtles: But nor to all the Diſciples, Dea- 
cons and widdowes. (ih 21.413 07 22704 
Toſummeup all in a werd, fince it-appeares 
that Epiſcopacie, Preſbytery and Diaconatus are accor- 
ding tothe practice of the Apoſtles 418 ogical/ and 
agreeable to the conſtitution of the Jewiſh Church 
appointed by God , and cftabliſhed by Moſes, 
pointed at, and in ſome kinde-deciphered in the 
' New Teſtament, and ſtrongly infinuated by the 
ſucceſſors of the Apoſtles, to have beene received 
and pratiſed by them , as commended ro them 
irom divihe authority : ſincetheſe three orders in 
our Church are derived ſo bigh, have conrumued ſo long, 
| even from the primitive times to this day : we may 
z well conclude,that as Presbyters and Deacons , ſo 
Biſhops arc ſure divine: eſpecially ſceing Epiſco-" 
pacie 1s ſo generally —_— and hath bcene ſo* 
2 CON- 
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| 7, Eatheys, and DoefJers. =" "m 
- And much the rather am I induced thus, as 1 

have ſaid, to judgeof Epilcopacie: becauſe the 
| contrary part have not the like proofes , warrant, 
-3® and approbation-for their Presbytery z and can 
\- bring no ſufficient and convincing authority for a 
; quarterly or ycerely Preſident, joynt Pregbyrers 
and Lay Elders uſurping paſtorall and\Epiſcgpall 
juriſdition. And here in confidence of my cauſe 
T adde , that if they have any lawfull general! 
—— Councill, or any Synod (excepttheir own) which 
' _  eſtabliſheda Church Government by ſuch a Prefi. 
dent, Presbyters, and Lay-clders, as above, I will 

yceld the cauſe. 

Now it concerns us very much to be well adyi- 
ſed and truly to judge of theſe matters; becauſe it 
appeares inthat dangerous and feditious Pamphier 
conceming the late Proreflation, that the Author 
therof, and ſuch as he 15;care not what governiment 
be eſtabliſhed, ſo that Popery (which we wiſh more 
rightly then they) be aboliſhed , Epiſcopacte and the 
preſent | Der eRets (which change how inconvenient 
it may be,they know not) be altered, and that they 
may have _— and toleyation (which what ſtate wil 

| permit) to profeſſe what manner of Religion they 
# | make choiſeof, | | 
E : - So may we have as many religions, as there be 
at eAmfterdam, and unpeople all our plantations by 
calling many phantaſticall ſchiſmaticks home,who 
onder colourof diſlike of the Church Government 
here, have fallen out with our Religion,and frartied 
rothemſelves divers opinions, if not Religions,con 
trary 
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the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace : thay there 
way be one body and one ſpivit, even as we are tabled in one 
hope of oy calling, Eph.g. Let us ſtick faſt to that oe 

irath, which wee are taught, and beſtedfaſt in oe 

th: and agree joyntly w:th ene accord, like children 
of, one Father aid Mother, Let us not loſe the hoe 
aour of our Church Govetnment, butreforme the 
perſonall errours, And fince reformation ſignifies 
nothing clfe, but the reducing and ſetting matters 
into che forme in which they were moſt perte : 
lerus conſtantly hol4 otr-felves to the farme kept 
and praiſe? inthe Primitiv*rimes, and inthe firft 

& ſecond CEturies. In which we ſhal find the Order 

piſopad, Preſbyi:1iall, and Draconall obſerved, - and 

ever {ince confirmed by Nationell Synads and Coun- 
as of our wn, necre 1400 yeeres agoe of atleaſt 
r000, and practiſed by many Succeſhons' before 

and fince. What then remayneth, but that wee c- 

ſabliſh the prefent Government /oF-our-Chureb, 

which is ſo agreeable to the' ancient Conſtitution 4 

* As for that which is alteaged-by Saint Jerome, - 
m his Dialogue againſt the Lutifer:ens,: concerning 
thoſe things which were rather a honorens ſacerdates, 
gown leg is neceſſitate, gratia Prmcipum & Conciltiorum 
Sekions data "3 collata, forthe hotiour of the Mi- 
niſteric-, then the neceſsity of any Law, given and 
beſtowed by the bounty of Princes, and authoritie 
of Councils, I ſay for theſe things ,: 1 rake-chem 
notto be ſure divine, though Dee dard: Lknow that 
Godis to be honoured with our ſubſtance, and 


that it is as lawfull fiace Chriſts time -to vow or 
give 
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. worthiesz andhow offenſiyc-it may-beto him-tor 
Alter whar:is-given or vowed, as it was of old: ta; 
changeand givea bad lamb-for a good,: 1 loave-qge. 
che erave' conſideration of .others. Only: T' here 
wifhthat we may ſave the bononr of our deare and aged 
Mother, and puniſh her ſons, if any have diſhonows 
red her by Pride , Tyranny ,' or Covetauſneflas. 
and thar the* Church and Common-nealth may hold” 
fuch correſpondencic , as they did in the daicy,of'? 
D avid and Solomon : and that as -Kings- were Nara" 
Fathers, and Queenes Nurſing ' Mathers to the! 
Church in her infancie, ſo it. her 'wwe! thee mays 
find Kings to ſupport her, if iweake : and if any? 
- of her children be like thoſe of Ekes, their:fatherg 
may-cortea them ſo, that their Motherbe not di W 
honoured nor ruined; . 1: v4 
- Toſay no'more, I conclude with that -of Salle | 
CAwguſime, Siquid rota Eccleſia hodze per orbers fi 
wat, boc quin:zta ſit faciendum, diſputare 2 
.  eff-inſanie., If any thing at this day be of fres: 
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you ufe/in the whole Church, to queſtion and; 
ifpure whether it ought ſo to be is a moſt inſolent? 
madnefle.” Epift. 118; And that it is Acrianiſmg* 
to'fay”, 'thar Preſbyters (inthe common accepth.!; 
on)arecquall ro Biſbops; ſuch namely as worn | 
cef: r'ofthe Apoſtles ,. and ſych as Saint js 

fimethimfelfewas. This Epiphanivs reckons among* 

the ancient Herefies, and time-hath nor bettered MA, 
and wherher, it reſembles and comes neere to this) 
Antilogie of Xereb,or not, thy ſelf nor being rigidgi 
or prone tocenſure , I leave to be determined: by 
others. FINIS.,'. ;. 114 


4372364 


a 


_ 0 INS 


